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Powers. This it is, together with internal developments in
Germany, that paved the way for the revolutionary foreign
policy which to-day is unceasingly being pursued by National
Socialism.
The German nation, said Count Brockdorff-Rantzau in reply
to the Versailles terms of peace, was ready to face its hard
destiny, "if the agreed bases of peace are not interfered with.
A peace that cannot be defended before the world in the name
of justice would arouse continually renewed resistance." And
Philipp Scheidemann said at Weimar on May isth, 1919: "An
unparalleled brutalization of moral conceptions would be the
result of a Treaty of Versailles on these lines." It was this
Social Democrat, and not a bourgeois Nationalist, who called
the peace treaty the most gruesome and murderous of witches'
hammers, "with which a great nation is to be pounded into
confessing its own unworthiness." It is impossible to ignore the
connexion between present events and those of twenty years
ago. Those events explain not only the objects of the present
German foreign policy but its methods. This is not an attempt
to shift the responsibility, but it shows cause and effect.
Nothing is more depressing than to realize that, ten years
before the National Socialist seizure of power, the Young
Conservatives of Germany had a home and foreign policy
immeasurably superior to that of the present regime of violence,
and envisaged Germany's recovery only in connexion with a
universal idea of right, with a "European solution." Nothing
was more homfying to the Conservatives than the gradual
recognition that the "national rising," with which they had
associated themselves to that end, was in reality a cynical,
nihilist revolution, the negation of their own ideals.
As early as the Schober-Curtius plan of an Austro-German
Customs union, the idea of a modern development of federative
principles as the means of solution of German-Austrian and
Central European problems had been accepted by nationalist